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The SARS-CoV-2 pandemic heightened urgency in translating evolving science into innovative research and 
development. With limited knowledge facilitating the scientific endeavor, public and private enterprise are 
at the forefront racing to understand and prevent SARS-CoV-2 illness in children. This session showcases two 
examples reimagining how we address gaps in pediatric knowledge. 
 
Not designated for CME credit 
 

9:00AM Welcome and Introduction 
Moderators:  Christopher Rizzo, MD, FAAP; Christina Bucci-Rechtweg, MD 

9:05AM Predicting Viral-Associated Inflammatory Syndrome in Children With Laboratory 
Diagnostics and Artificial Intelligence: NICHD Initiative to Speed Innovation for COVID-19 
Testing 
Presenter: Diana Bianchi, MD, FAAP 

9:35AM Q&A  
Moderator: Christina Bucci-Rechtweg, MD 

9:50AM Developing Innovative Pediatric Vaccines During the COVID Pandemic: Insights From 
Industry  
Presenter: Iona Munjal, MD, FAAP 

10:20AM Q&A  
Moderator: Christina Bucci-Rechtweg, MD 

10:35AM Presentation of Section Achievement Award for Pediatric Innovation  
Award Presenter: Christopher Rizzo, MD, FAAP 
Award Recipient: Gerard Martin, MD, FACC, FAHA  

10:45AM Presentation of Section Awards for Top Three Research Papers 
Awards Presenter: Christina Bucci-Rechtweg, MD 

11:00AM Adjourn 

 
 


